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Spring and summer often bring a fresh start full of              
transformations and new possibilities; yet, there is a 
comfort in the predictability of the changing seasons 
and all we have come to expect from each unique 
time of year. Leaves change, snow falls, flowers 
bloom and the sun shines. After an especially      
unpredictable couple of years, it is reassuring to see 
the resumption of many things we had previously 
looked forward to. 

As a Department, our long-held annual events,     

expanding programming initiatives and frequent 

community service efforts, bring our mission to life. 

They are a tangible expression of our commitment to 

staff, individuals in our care and custody, and those 

under our supervision, and an overall dedication to 

our communities at large. It is these acts that give us 

pride in our work and meaning even during our 

toughest days. 

 

That is why I am so pleased to share that a         
wonderful mix of old traditions and new initiatives 
grace the pages of this edition of DOCCS Today. 
This year, we once again held longstanding annual 
eventsðin person, to the relief of manyðsuch as 
our Memorial Service and Medals Ceremony at the 
Training Academy in Albany, Fallen Officers         
Memorials at Sing Sing and Eastern NY Correctional 
Facilities and Memorial Day Ceremony at Greene 
Correctional Facility. It was truly refreshing to be able 
to gather safely for these events once again. 

And with the resumption of these yearly events 

came a new, invigorating energy to celebrate, honor 

and recognize one another and the pride we share 

for this Department. After a long hiatus, the Color 

Guard competition was brought back this year to  

follow the Memorial Service and Medals Ceremony; 

the Department held its first-ever celebrations for 

Asian American and Pacific Islander Month,        

Caribbean American Heritage Month and LGBTQ+ 

Pride Month; and we welcomed the Thoroughbred 

Retirement Foundation to its second DOCCS facility 

with a new horse farm underway at Wyoming      

Correctional Facility. 

 

As the saying goes, ñThe more things change, the 
more they stay the same.ò Over the years the       
Department has transformed remarkably, yet our 
core values have remained constant. DOCCS is an 
organization committed to acts of service, and that 
echoes throughout the pages that follow, from both 
staff and incarcerated individuals. These actsðboth 
big and smallðso often go unnoticed, and while they 
are not motivated by the need for recognition, they 
are still deserving of such. It is a great point of pride 
to share what the Department has been up to since 
the last edition of DOCCS Today, the contributions 
that have been made and the ongoing efforts to   
celebrate the diversity within our organization. 
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WANT  AN  EVENT  POSTED ON  

DOCCS SOCIAL  MEDIA ? 

 
 

For posting on social media, send your 

submissions to:  

nicole.sheremeta@doccs.ny.gov 

rachel.connors@doccs.ny.gov 

thomas.mailey@doccs.ny.gov 

tu 

 

 

 

WANT  AN  EVENT  INCLUDED  IN  DOCCS 

TODAY?  

 

Send your submissions for publishing in the 

next issue of DOCCS TODAY  to:  

nicole.sheremeta@doccs.ny.gov 

rachel.connors@doccs.ny.gov 

thomas.mailey@doccs.ny.gov 

tu 

 

 

 

**Please ensure all photo submissions are 

not scanned and are of staff adhering to 

COVID protocols, such as mask wearing.  
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DOCCS Highlights  
Wyoming Correctional Facilityôs Make a Difference Day Committee (M.A.D.D) helped tidy up The Dnipro 
Ukrainian Cultural Centerôs outdoor space by removing debris, mowing grass, weeding, raking leaves and 

planting new flowers.  

Veteran Affairs representatives came to Sullivan Correctional Facility to honor their Veteran staff members 
with a luncheon and informational session to provide resources and support to the brave staff that served our 

country.  Thank you for your service! 

DOCCS Today  | Spring/Summer 2022 | 3    

Lakeview Shock Incarceration Correctional Facility participated in the Annual Special Olympics Law        
Enforcement Torch Run.  


